. Fish otolith length/width (mm) to fish length(mm) and otolith length (mm)/otolith width (mm)/fish length (cm)to mass equations used for calculation of biomass proportions. FL = fish length (mm for column 2 and cm for column 5), OL = otolith length (mm), OW = otolith width (mm), M = mass (g). References: (a) Harris et al. (unpublished data) ; (b) Härkönen (1986) ; (c) Harris & Hislop (1978) ; (d) Coull et al. (1989) ; (e) Carss (1993 
Collinearity in explanatory covariates
In order to identify the existence of collinearity between explanatory covariates we created a scatterplot matrix of Pearson correlation coefficients (Table S2 ). It was decided that none of the explanatory covariates exhibited excessive collinearity, which we considered to be R > 0.6. 
Dietary trends
To investigate trends in the dietary response variables we fitted models with both linear and quadratic trend (Table S3) . Although linear trends were identified in the Sandeel, Callionymidae, and sample-level Prey Richness models, there was no evidence of non-linear trends. In order to examine the robustness of our models and to account for any trends within our data, we adopted a detrending approach (Table S4) . Following backwards stepwise deletion, year was forced into the final models and non-significant terms dropped. Year was retained in the final model irrespective of whether or not it was significant. Following this procedure the effect, of breeding population size was dropped from the Sandeel to all non-sandeel, Callionymidae to all non-sandeel and sample-level Prey Richness models (Table S4) . 
